EPS MINISTRY OF PRAYER

APRIL 2011
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Opening Song (to be chosen by each site)

Silent Adoration (about 5 minutes)

Opening Psalm:  Ps 130: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8
All:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
Left:
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to my voice in supplication.  

All:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

Right:
If you, O Lord, mark iniquities, Lord, who can stand? But with you is forgiveness, that you may be revered.

All:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

Left:
I trust in his word. More than sentinels wait for the dawn, let Israel wait for the Lord.

All:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

Right: 
For with the Lord is kindness and with him is plenteous redemption; and he will redeem Israel from all their iniquities.

All:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

First Reading:  Ez 37: 12-14

Thus says the Lord GOD: 
O my people, I will open your graves 
and have you rise from them, 
and bring you back to the land of Israel.
Then you shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I open your graves and have you rise from them, 
O my people!
I will put my spirit in you that you may live, 
and I will settle you upon your land; 
thus you shall know that I am the LORD.
I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD.

The word of the Lord.

Pause a few minutes for silent reflection.

Intercessory Prayer (Please stand)

All:
God of all goodness, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, may we be drawn into communion with one another and with every person you have created as we lift up the life, mission and prayer of EPS in thanksgiving, praise and confident petition.

Please be seated for the general intercessions, responding in silence after each petition.  Please pause between petitions.
Lord, we pray for the whole Church, especially for the dioceses and parishes associated with EPS.  May our bishops, priests, lay people and religious support one another in faith and mission.  

1. We pray for all who believe in Christ, especially for Christians being persecuted for their faith.  May we all be one!
  

2. We pray for people of other faiths, especially our Jewish and Muslim sisters and brothers.  We pray also for people who have no faith.  May we all work together for justice and peace in our world.
  

3. We pray for those who lack the basic necessities for a full human life.  May they be blessed with food, clothing, shelter, medical supplies, education and meaningful work.  May they experience love of God and love of neighbor.  
We pray that those who work to help them might persevere in courage and hope.        

We pray for all those who are seeking employment and for those struggling to prevent home foreclosures.
  

4. We pray for world peace, and especially for the troubled areas of the world. [Mention here any current crises in our own country and/or in the world.]
  

5. We pray for a reverence for life in all of its stages – to end abortion, euthanasia, physician-assisted suicide, capital punishment, and all that is contrary to “life in abundance.”  May Christ transform us and our culture.
  

6. We pray for those – at whatever stage – who are seeking direction in their lives.  May young adults understand how God is calling them – to marriage, to the single life, to lay ministry, to the priesthood or religious life.  And may we all respond to God’s daily call courageously and generously.
  

7. We pray, too, for couples having trouble starting families, that they will be blessed, and able to share their love with children. 

We pray for young couples about to become parents – for safe deliveries, and for healthy babies.


We pray for parents, that they may raise their children in faith and love.


9. We pray for all who are under financial stress – those who are seeking work, negotiating important financial transactions; for those who are selling or buying homes, or moving from one place to another.
  

10. We pray for all the needs of our families.  Some of those requested are:
 

For the healing of troubled marriages


For understanding between parents and their children


For reconciliation between family members


For broken relationships and the grace of forgiveness


For the return to the Sacraments of family members and friends alienated from the Church


For family members struggling with addictions


For the well being and success of our children – at home, at school, in their marriages, families and careers.


11. For those who bear the burden of illness – their own or the illness of a loved one:
 

For care givers, especially those who are lonely and disheartened

For elderly parents and spouses who are ill or disabled


For small children, teenagers and young parents with life-threatening illnesses


For all who are preparing for or recuperating from surgery


For people recently diagnosed with cancer, and those suffering the effects of chemotherapy


For those still adjusting to a new way of life in the wake of stroke, cancer or serious illness


For victims of AIDS and those who care for them


For doctors, nurses, and all professional care givers


For medical researchers, that their work will bear fruit in a cure for AIDS, cancer, Alzheimer’s, and other diseases


For the elderly, especially those who are lonely or depressed


For all who minister to the sick and dying


For all who are close to death this day.


The Leader will invite you to mention your own intentions for the sick.

12. For all those recently deceased, and for those who mourn them. 


We have been asked to pray for the following:


(After the Leader reads these names, s/he will invite you to mention any other recent deaths.)


After these petitions, all pray together:

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen.


13. In thanksgiving to the good God for favors received – 

The Leader will invite you to express your gratitude for recent favors.

14. For our EPS family, in thanksgiving and hope. Lord, we pray: 


For our students, graduates, faculty, trustees, and staff, and their families – in Connecticut, New York, Washington, Maryland, Northern Virginia, Florida, Madison, Fargo, Rome and London


For God’s guidance for our president, Dr. McCarty, and the entire EPS staff; may they feel and experience the closeness of the all Holy Trinity during these challenging times for EPS. 


For the parishes and dioceses we serve – their bishops, priests, deacons, lay leaders, staff members, and all of their ministries


For all of our benefactors, living and deceased


Members of our EPS Board, our Legacy Club, and our Monthly Donors Club


For all who contribute their time, talent or treasure


Administrators and trustees of foundations, parishes, dioceses and religious communities that support EPS


For those at a distance who are in communion with our prayer here today.


The Leader closes the General Intercessions with:
…For all these intentions, and for the intentions that remain in our hearts, we pray to You with confidence in your compassionate love.  Amen.

The general intercessions are followed by a period of silent prayer (about 20 minutes)
Refrain to end the silence:  Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise him all 

creatures here below.  Praise him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  Amen. 

Second Reading:  Rom 8: 8-11

Brothers and sisters:
Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh; 
on the contrary, you are in the spirit, 
if only the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
But if Christ is in you, 
although the body is dead because of sin, 
the spirit is alive because of righteousness.
If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
the one who raised Christ from the dead 
will give life to your mortal bodies also, 
through his Spirit dwelling in you.

The word of the Lord.

Silent Prayer of Thanksgiving (about 10 minutes)

Closing Prayer

All:
Most gracious and loving Father, we are so grateful for spending this time with you in prayer.  Thank you for your compassionate ear and heart.  We are confident that you have heard  every intention, whether spoken or in our hearts, and we know that you will answer each one, according to your will.  As we continue our Lenten journey, O Lord, we pray that we will forever be repentant.  As we seek your forgiveness for our sins, we also ask that we find forgiveness in our hearts for others.  Help us to focus on the needs of the hungry, the homeless, the oppressed, the sick, the bereaved, the lonely, and those in the darkness of Christ.  Finally, O Blessed Trinity; we thank you for the life, mission, and all that EPS stands for to manifest the glory of your works.  We offer our prayer in the precious name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.
Closing Song (chosen by each site)
